Songwriter Don Clayton composes songs that are raw and emotional, entertaining and honest, much like the human experience. His uplifting, and at times humorous, stories of life, friends, family, love, joy and beauty, pay homage to a lifelong passion for music.

From sentimental ballads to swampy Country Rock romps, Don’s music focuses on themes that all of us intrinsically connect with - love, family, and living in the moment. And although the subject matter of Don’s songs are enough to connect his music to mass appeal, it’s the unyielding groove - the kind that unknowingly causes foot-tapping and head-nodding – that makes his songs noteworthy. 

Many of Don’s compositions can be described as “Happy Blues” – a mixture of emotional vibrations enveloped by an uplifting twist on traditional Rhythm and Blues. An example would be “Money Can’t Buy”, a Blues barnburner promoting the value of riches held in the heart instead of the hands. “There are many stories to be told,” says Don, “and if done right, songwriting can touch and exhilarate people. But no matter how sad a story may be, I still like to wind up my songs with a message of hope and light.”

At the age of 4, Don earned dimes for candy by playing harmonica in South Alabama. His curiosity for music led him to pick up guitar, piano, and trumpet all by Junior High. To pay for college, he played in local bars with mostly Blues, Southern Rock and cover bands. 

After receiving his B.A. in Music Education at Auburn University, Don returned to Dothan, AL to open a recording studio with his brother. While in the studio working with other musicians, Don was perfecting his own songs. He realized that in music there is always a story to tell. He became determined to live a story worth telling. 

In 1979, Don landed in Asheville, North Carolina where he fell in love with its Smokey Mountains, bluegrass history, and the sound of the fiddle. Many of the songs penned by Don reflect the distinct mood of a quiet fog atop the Blue Ridge Mountains, chirping crickets, and the warmth of a crackling campfire. On Lucky Man, Don’s newest album, the influence of the South can be found on “Time On My Hands,” a love ballad about the heart-healing power of whiskey and wine.

From an early age, Don learned the value of a dollar and knew as a young man that his passion for music would have to take a back seat to providing for a family. It was with hope and light in mind that Don took a leap of faith and started his own hospitality company, Festiva Resorts, in 2000. His business required him to travel extensively around the United States and throughout the Caribbean – a major feat for a guy from Alabama who was 30 before traveling out of the US for the first time.
“The success of Festiva and the support of my incredible wife has allowed me to go back and pursue my original passion – music and writing,” says Don. At the heart of all Don’s songs is home and family. Many of his songs were written for, or directly inspired by, his wife and partner Alexandra Clayton. More than a muse, Alexandra is often the first to hear Don’s songs and help with a missing verse or a rough patch – much like in life.

It is with joy that Don Clayton shares his songs of life, love, humor, and reflection. Music is a common bond and these snapshots of his adventures, thoughts, and feelings are stories we can all connect with. Through his music, Don expresses his appreciation for living, and offers his “Happy Blues” for others to enjoy.





Songurcr Do Clyoncomposes songs ht r o ad ot e k-
s, much Tk the human cprcnce s upliin.ad e o, soris o
Wl nds, iy, ey 3nd bty o homag 0 clo asion o s

From somenal ballos o sy County Rk e, Dn's s s n
And aliough thesubjctmaser of Don's songsae nough o connet his musi 0 mass
el 3 e o e K ot kil s o0 PP 0
R oding ok makes s s otcwory

Many o Duo's composon s e descibed s “Hoppy B - o of
il ibraons ovclopd by o g st o s Kbyt nd Blcs. A
Campic wouk e ey Co' By 3 Bhes bt romotn he v o s
Rkt e s o he s Ther sy ks o b Wy Do, “and
f done gt soneitin un o and exhlarepopl. Bt oot how s ory
iy e sl s o wind 1y songs i mesag fbope 3nd igh

A he g o 4. Don amed dimes o candy b plyng i i St Albama.
i iy for s o i ko i, et l by Juor i
Tora o llege. e Pyl okl b ith oy s, S Rock ond et
[

A sciving i A i Muss Edocaio st A Uiy, D s
Dotk AL o open ecoring s with i b Whi oo woking it
et i, Don was efcing i ovnsongs.He sz s et
eyt sty He e demind 0 e iy worh i

10197, Do it in Asville,North Calin where bl e it s Sy
Nioussn, by hisory. 4 e sondof e e Mans of e ange emned by
Do rllec e st oo 3 gt o i the e Ridg Munias,chiping
ik, md e warihof  racin camie. On Lty i, Dow's s i,
ne s o he Soth b andon i On iy Hand o lod s
R bl o of ahikey 0 i

From ancly g, Do s he e o dollar ke s oung i
oo o i wd hveto ke bk ot o providing o a1 ok wih
o g ek o it s o iy
aroand the United tates an throughousthe Cartbean -2 major et o 3 gy from




